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Presidents report for Winter Frogsheet

There was a two page spread in the courier mail this weekend claiming that chytrid fungusaieiimg to wipe out a

third of all known amphibian species. Fortunately there were plenty of other stories to distract the reader, what with the
football sex scandals, swine flu and the budget, so | have not been inundated with hysterical emails fsocoriolirned

that their frogs are all going to die. The truth is habitat change, habitat islandisation, pollution, overharvesting and
climate change are also taking their fair toll on the worlds frogs.

Disease is something we need to keep in perspechiage in SEQ the chytrid fungus that can Kill frogs is widespread and
common in most if not all frog populations. Every year we hear (and often confirm) reports of chytrid like outbreaks in our
most observed frog species the green tree fragadria caerula). Every population of mixophyes | have sampled has a
moderate to high prevalence in the tadpoles. Some years ago we made a call out for anyone whkiixdyasyes
fasciolatuson their private property as we were keen to find a population that DID NOT thevdisease, and lowland

dams and creeks that dry out and get warm in summer were our most likely chance. However it was 2004 and we had had
a very dry run of years, there was little frog activity so | did not get to sample any (by the way | am stflidkg®me can

help out).M. fasciolatus, L. caeruleand many other species are surviving with chytrid living in their bodies. The problem
gAGK OK@GNAR A& GKFG 6S R2y Qi 1y26 6KIG OlFdzasSa Ly 2NAEHI
highly pathogenic. Call me a cynic if you will but the big media spread is usually because there is a large grant application
for research going in. Regardless of all this the QFS members can play an importaiitkdlel Q& @& 2 dzZx S @S NE
keeping an ey®ut for unusual dies offs in their frogs, we need to hear about it and get good specimens so we can find
out what is causing it(continued page 3)
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AREA C@ORDINATORS

ASHGROVE
Jenny Holdway 3366 1868
gldfrogs@bigpond.net.au

BRISBANE CENTRAL
Stefan Durtschq 3891 6853
comlab@optusnet.com.au

CABOOLTURE/BRIBIE ISLAND
Pauline Fitzgibbon 3886 934
pauline.fitzgibbon@epa.gld.gov.au

CHERMSIDE
James Hanseq0427827443
jamna@powerup.com.au

ESK
Jason Richard 5424 2373
JRiclrd@skm.com.au

GOLD COAST
Shane Hg 5533 812%AH)

IPSWICH
Ric Nattrasg 3288 4100
nattrass@ine.com.au

LOGAN CITY
Michael Kelg 327 6752
nature@auswww.com

MOUNT GRAVATT
Janet Willoughbyg 3343 3949
janet@codingo.net

FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND
Tyrone Lavery
tyronelavery@naturalsolutions.com.au

PINE RIVERS
Rod Pattisorg 3264 6391
rpattison@optusnet.com.au

REDLANDS
Steve Homewood 3824 0522

SUNSHINE COAST

Desley Fricke 5493 0031 @asshouse)
fricked@bigpond.com.au

Patricia Espiq 5446 7908 (North Arm)
espin@iinet.net.au

UPPER BROOKFIELD

Phil Bird frogphil@gmail.com

KOORALBYN/BEAUDESERT
Pam Elliot possumsplace@bigpond.com

DIARY DATES

FROG HABITAT SITE WORKING BEES
Bowman Rirk, Bardon

from 8-10.30am Aug 2; Oct 4
Contact Phil or Jenny fonore info

Grinstead Park, Alderley (off Shand St).

First Sunday every other month froml9.30am
Aug 2; Oct 4Contact Jaet 3355 1884
janwhite@bigpond.net.au

CubberlaWitton Catchment Family Fun Day
Brushbox Ct, Chapel Hill. 9eipm Aug 2

Kumbartcho Festival
Bunya Pine CEatons Hill. 11afBpm. Aug 30
QFS sales & display

QFS Annual General Meeting.

Venue & Date to be advised. We are hoping that the
2 Trust Fund applicastwill be giving a brief account
of theresearch at this meeting.

FROG HABITAAUSHCARE
Contact us if you ardoing bushcare in
Frog habitat and would like your working

bees listed in diary dates

Most of the @2 NRAY | i2N&E Y26
NJ & dPbsieiSand you can pick up your FREE
members) poster from them.
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COORDINATORS AWARENESS RAISING
Are there fairs or community events coming up in yg
areas? Why not put up the QFS display and do sd
FNRIIE ol NBySaa Ndtd Berayl
expert on frog identification or anatomy to get peop
interested in frogs. Get in touch with Jenny to arran

QFS SCHOLARSHIPS
The QFS Trust Fund was created to help save f
through education and researchlt is now open to
interested applicants. The purpose of the grant is
FadaAad NBaASENDODK Ayid2 vadz
grant conditions can be obtained on our websi

picking up the display, brochures etc www.qldfrogs.asn.au.
The QFS Public Trust Fubdlance now stands a

$6050.21.

SPONSORS
The colour heading on the Frogsheet has been kindly
Printed free of charge by
ASCOT PRINT & DESIGN P/L

NEW MEMBERS
May Family, Suzanne Grant, Waddington Family, S4
Powell, Kate Mason, Terence Jackson, Peter & Geor|
Marriott, Joshy Hayden, Julie Chapman
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The QFS recently gave out its two $1000 scholarships. The recipients were Danial Stratford a Post graduate student from
Griffith University who is studying the Karawatha frog popoladi to understand the effects of climate change on their
breeding behaviour, and Renee Catullo a Post graduate student of ANU who is using molecular techniques to identify
Queensland species of the genuperloeia There will no doubt be a resorting andn@ming of these species as a result.

Part of the conditions for receiving the scholarships is that the applicants will give us a report on their research and what
it has achieved.

The 28 of April was Save the Frogs Day. A day declared by frog resemtchereate awareness of frog conservation
issues. Danial Stratford kindly fronted an audience at the University of Queensland where he was one of many speakers
around the world promoting the message of responsible planet stewardship. Next year the QFESlikeoto get more
community involvementwiththisa 2 A F Fyé2yS Aa 1SSy FyR KIFIa ARSIF&aXood

Last but not least | was given the privilege of visiting Longreach as a QFS representative at the Desert Cane Toad forum.
The forum was held as a collaborativeceffaimed at stopping the invasion of the cane toad into south western QId and

the pristine Lake Eyre basin. It was a full on two days and | went along to talk about issues involving the community in
cane toad management. The SEQ perspective was quiterefiff to those coming from states (WA, SA and southern
NSW) where the cane toad is not established and it was heartening to see that considerable state government money and
effort had been put into keeping the pest out. It was interesting to hear thathakbe state representatives had to deal

with the same issues, for example euthanasia of toads by the general public and what the best method was. NSW
considered freezing unethical and used a solution called Aqui S which they spray on the toads, SA g=e] QOAWVA

did not as they found it unsatisfactory and they advocated freezing instead. The biggest issue for contention was that
toad busting was ineffective, the researchers present did not support it, but there was clear evidence from NSW that
isolated populations of toads had been removed by a concerted community effort.

Toads are now established at Longreach, but it took them a long time to get there (average traveling distance of 10 kms
per yr compared with the 30 kms per yr in the wet tropicsil ame unlikely to form a continuous population from the
eastern coastal zone of toads. | was very impressed with the Desert Channels Regional management group (as well as the
SA Rural Solutions group who organized it all), they are a bunch of dedicatpté @em have set themselves up as a
important consultancy resource to the local community. One of the things you notice at Longreach is the native ecology
walk and bike path, taking you from the airport into the township, it was well used by us andctie émd is one of the

many environmental educational tools instigated by the Desert Channels mob. The cane toad and its invasion into

SA is one key area targeted in the Caring for Country Business plan, we can only hope and keep our fingers crossed that
this project among at least a dozen others is considered for funding.

CKFEGdQa It FNERY-hofngyolddal Harng ¢ pleashrtiNdet/manter, and to those of you lucky enough
to have winter breeding frogs, happy frogging.
Pearl
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Part of the walkway/ bike path that takes you from the Longreach airport into town, planted
species, there are information boards and attractive seating areas.

with native

NEWS & HAPPENINGS

ASHGROVE REPORT

In early March | thought | was going to start this report by sayfiregfrogs have been quite but after all the rain, the
striped marsh and tusked frogs have been very active around this area and in my pond. | arrived home from holidays
overseas at the end of last week to find masses of white frothy masses all over tevater.

| have had a lovely break not only visiting relatives but enjoying the northern spring and all it brings with wild flowers,
0ANRA yR 2y0S o6FNB GNBSa 2dzal odNmRGAYy3 gAGK ySg Sl @Sa
frog (| thinkRana ridibundacome out from its hiding place and walk to the pond.

With all this rain we have had, | think the frog habitat working bees will be busy tending to all the weeds that it seems to
bring. Do get involved if there is oneyinur area.

Jenny Holdway




CHERMSIDE & SURROUNDS

In the Summer edition of Frogsheet, | mentioned the completion of works in October 2008 to enlarge a treefrog
breeding pond in Seventh Brigade Park, Chermside. Previously, the depth of this ephemeral pond within mown
grassland appeared to be insufficient to allow tadpoles to reach maturity.

| initially recorded Graceful Treefrogs and Striped Marshfrogs - as soon as the new pond filled. (The 5 toads |
initially caught ended up being more than 50 by the end of summer too). The newly enlarged pond held water
for most of summer, except for a couple of days at the start of January. | believe the water level was sufficient
to enable many tadpoles to reach maturity, and | deepened a section in January to help water retention.

The pond has now attracted at least 5 different species:

Striped Marshfrogs, Bleating Treefrogs, Eastern Sedgefrogs, Green Treefrogs and Graceful Treefrogs!! | was
delighted to see over half a dozen pairs of piggy-backing Green Treefrogs heading to the pond on a late
summer night. A frogpond upstream in Seventh Brigade Park also filled with water for a reasonable period over
summer and attracted Green Treefrogs and Striped Marshfrogs.

On the Fitzgibbon Ur ban Devel opment Area i ssue, I joined the St
reference group that was formed to consult with community representatives. | was successful in arguing for
connectivity to be retained between two waterways in the development area, although | am unsure as to the

size of this corridor and how much of it will be modified. The community reference group members also argued

strongly against the loss of any of our remnant vegetation 1 including Endangered and Of Concern regional
ecosystems i although the Urban Land Development Authority has insisted on protecting only 70% of what has

been independently identified as the sitebs core conse
significant publicly owned greenspace, including valuable habitat areas, for this State Government driven urban
development, despite the wishes of the local community and the over-arching imperatives of protecting our

remnant vegetation. | am hopeful the diversity of frogs will be maintained in the wetland areas to be retained.

Further information on urban development areas i as they are progressively declared i can be found on the

ULDA website at www.ulda.gld.gov.au/

James Hansen

BECHTEL GROUP PTING

A sunny morning after plenty of rain, ground nicely soft for diggipgrfect conditions for the Bechtel Group planting on
Saturday April 18. To celebrate Earth day Bechtel group contacted QFS to find out where they could improve frog habitat
andthS +FyagSN) 6Fax DNAyadadSFR tIN)]=Z !'!'fRSNISeo LG 61 & | OF
organised by Habitat Brisbane, the Kedron Brook creek ranger and Bechtel, assisted on the day by Grinstead Park Habitat
Brisbane Group and QFS. oib40 folks turned up with a great spread of ages and nationalities and all very willing to get
muddy and mulck02 GSNBER Ay GKS OFdzasS 2F FTNR3I 6SETFINBS® ! f2y3 WCNP
a variety of rushes, grasses, sedgesals shrubs and a scattering of trees to provide habitat for emerging froglets. Until

this time they have run the risk of frying in the sun, execution by mower or being easy pickings for the herons and ibis.
We also planted beneath two major habitat tre€ehese are isolated eucalypts that are senescing and therefore coming

in to their prime in terms of offering homes for wildlife. They both feature numerous hollows and clefts where branches
have broken off or the trunk has split. These are not just hofoebirds or possumsg a Green Tree frog is often seen in

the hollow in the pictured tree. Planting under the trees serves a number of functiibriscreases habitat, protects the

trunk from slashing and the roots from compaction by the mowers and kpepple away from the tree. (Often habitat

trees in parks are trimmed to a nearly twigless state in the name of safety so its better to keep people away than lose
habitat value).

After a couple of hours 519 plants were in the ground, watered and mulahdd. Ol y Qi 6 S3Ay G2 OF f C
would have taken our regular band to plant!) Jenny told the folks a little about the history of the site and frogs in general
and then they enjoyed a very wadharned barbeque lunch.

Our thanks to Bechtel for dog a fabulous job at Grinstead.
Come back next year!

Janet White


http://www.ulda.qld.gov.au/

Planting beneath habitat tree

Pl anting alongside fiFrog Creeko

Jenny explaining why all that planting was necessary.



