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Frogs of the Solomon Islands

Late last year | was lucky enough to take a trip the Solomon Islands and whilst travelling, | also to@khtectathave a

look at a few of the native frogs of the archipelago. The majority of my time was spent in the western province, visiting
islands including Gatokae, Tetepare, New Georgia, Matikuri and Kolombangara. The Solomon Islands support 27 known
speges of frogs and much remains to be discovered regarding their ecology. No doubt there are also species new to
western science still to be discovered. Solomon Island frogs include species freamfamiliar genera such as

Platymantis(also known from PN@nd parts of Asia including the Philippind3jscodelesind Brachylodesas well as the
genusLitoriawhich is a lot more familiar to we Australian froggers.

Perhaps the most recognizable of the Solomon Island frogs is the Eyetas Ceratobatrachuguenther). Their bizarre

body shape, with pointy projections from the nose and above the eyes, has meant they are often included in any natural
history features on weird and wonderful frogs of the world. These seem to be fairly common species andthéeard
calling from throughout lowland forest on most of the larger islands visitéety were also quite easy to find, staying still
under my headlamp and giving me all the time in the world to get a nice photo.

Whilst on Gatokae, | also did a nice hikesbme of the higher altitude, fadowing streams. Here we managed to get
quite a few different frogs including?latymantis solomonigendemic to the Solomon IsRlatymantis guppyiand
Brachylodes elegan#lany of thePlatymantisproved a lot more diffiult to get a good look at, leaping into the creek as
soon as they were caught in the headlamp. (Continued gage
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Jason Richard 5424 2373
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GOLD COAST
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LOGAN CITY
Michael Kelg 327 6752
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Tyrone Lavery
tyrone.lavery@nturalsolutions.com.au
PINERIVERS
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REDLANDS
Steve Homewood 3824 0522
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SUNSHINE COAST

Desley Fricke 5493 0031 @asshouse)
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Patricia Espiq 5446 7908 (North Arm)
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UPPER BROOKFIELD

Phil Bird frogphil@gmail.com

KOORALBYN/BEAUDESERT
Pam Elliot possumsplace@bigpond.com

DIARY DATES

FROG HABITAT SITE WORKING BEES
Bowman Park, Bardon

from 810.30am. April 5; June 7
Conctact Phil or Jenny for more info

Grinstead Park, Alderley (off Shand St).

First Sunday every other month fromy2.30am
April 5; June 7

Contact Janet 3355 1884
janwhite@bigpond.net.au

CarseldineBush Crew

First Saturday every month 8agh30am
Meet where creek crosseBorville Rd
ALL WELCOME

Contact James Hansen for more info
jamna@powerup.com.aud4278274433

QFS MANAGEMENT MEETINGS
Third Wednesday of month 7.30pm
Contact Jenny for venue ALL WELCOME

CITYSMARNEIGHBOURHOOD FAIRS
April 5" ¢ Perrin Park, Josling St, Taringa
10amlpm. QFS Display & sales.

Please note

The Diary Dates and Venues are also on the QFS web
site which is constantly updated so pleageeck

between newsletters. Please let Jenny know of other
suitable daes.

FROG CAMPS

tfSF&aS NAy3a w2R a2 GKIFi{ ¢S
and for further details (eg bring water; camp cancelled)
QNPWS camp fees apply ($4.85/person/night)
14/3/09-15/03/09 Christmas Creetinson Parkamp

areac Altitude frogs

FROG HABITAAUSHERE
Contact us if you areoing bushcare in
Frog habitat and would like your working
bees listed in diary dates

Most of the @2 NRAY I G2 N&R Y26
2F . NRaolySé t2aiGSNJ
FREE (to members) poster from them.
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COORDINATORS AWARENESS RAISING QFS SCHOLARSHIPS

Are there fairs or community events coming up in yg The QFS Trust Fund was created to help save f
areas? Why not put up the QFS display and do sd through education and researchlt is now open to
FNRIIE ol NBySaa NIAaAy interested appltants. Two grants of $1000 ar
expert on frog identification or anatomy to get peop available. The purpose of the grant is to assist reseg
interested in frogs. Get in touch with Jenny to arran Ayili2 vdzSSyatlyRQa FNR13
picking up the display, brochures etc conditions can be obtained on our websit

www.gldfrogs.asn.au.
The QFS Public Trust Fund balance now stand
SPONSORS $8050.21 tlanks to the generous donations from
The colour heading on the Frogsheet has been kindly member, Riverfest & Fred the donation bin.
Printed free of charge by
ASCOT PRINT & DESIGN P/L

NEW MEMBERS
Thomas Chester, Daniel Ferguson,Lyn Hatcher, Mau
Tottenham, Jacobs family, Hicks family, Dunnett famil
Kuik family, WarreneEdge family, Steve Wilson, Rene

SAVE THE Catullo, Bronwyn Kigl,, Natalie Hill, Tim & Jodie Vinar,
Maree Keay, Ludwig Ng, Rogers fapilsithryn Kerr,

v FROGS DAv Juliet & Howard Parker, Danial Stratford, Willig
.' e ‘-4

Pawluczyk, Sam Pawluczyk, Dawn Pawluczyk, Natalig
- - Gross, Candice ContendMark, Sarah Bell
April 28

2009

savethefrogs.com/day

NEWS & HAPPENINGS

ASHGROVE

In my area the frogs have been fairly quiett you still hear the striped marsh frog anasked in the pools

around the creeks.

Working bees at Bowman Park have been successful in keeping the weeds (mainly cobbler pegs) down and we
have just plantd over 100 plants to fill in gaps. The rains late November/December fill the drain and stayed
long enough to allow some of the tadpoles to develop into frogs,

Judging by the phone calls and emails that | receive in the office, in some places the gefmysrand

sedges have spawned well which is good to hear.

Jenny Holdwg

BRISBANE VALLEY

What a summer! With the highest rainfall in nearly a dégahe Brisbane Valley has literaflyploded with
FNRIAD LiQa RAFFAOMA G (2 1y26 oKSNB G2 adl NIz &2
metres of our place, and these have been the centre of loud choruses for several months. Species present
around the dams incluel Green Tree Frogd.i(oria caerulep Desert Tree frogL(toria rubelld, Emerald

spotted Tree Frod.ftoria peronij, Broadpalmed Frogl(itoria latopalmatd, Dainty Tree Frodjtora gacilents,

Eastern Dwart Tree Frod.i{oria fallay, Shortfooted Fray (Cyclorana brevipés Spotted Grass Frog
(Limnodynastes tasmaniens@nd Dusky ToadletUperoleia fusca This is pretty typical assemblage of species
around dams in the wider locality.

Ephemeral wetlands through the valley dominated by Queenslane 8lum Eucalyptus tereticornjscarry a

slightly different mix of species including Ornate Burrowing Filagnodynastes ornatys Scarlessided
Pobblebonkl(imnodynastes terreregingd_arge ToadlePseudophryne majprStriped Marsh Frog
(Limnodynasteperon) and Eastern Sigoearing FrogletGrinia parinsignifera



The Bleating Tree Frogitoria dentatd and Barking Marsh Frogihnodynastes fletchgrare also scattered
through the valley, although in lesser numbers. | have onlgddbe Barking Marsh Frog on one

property at Toogoolawah. The Shorfooted Frog was real surprise to me, having only recorded this species
further west and north.

Speaking of west, | headed out to Dalby and Chinchilla during the big wet and wasrlauigi ¢o catch a few
Holy Cross Toad#¢taden bennett)i and Waterholding Frog<yclorana platycephala These were a real
treat!

JasornRichard

SWNSHINE COAST
A big hello to all froggy followers. What a fantastic froggy summer we have had here on the Sunny Coast.

humid and wet. Just the way our friends like it.

| am pleased to introduce Wilsand Dunlop (as pictured). | think Dunlop is the frog with the spring in his ste
me tell you the story of these 2 great guys. Over the Christmas school holidays my son was in contact, via
with his friend Michelle that lives in Buderim. She waa bit of a dilemma. With all the wet weather we had b
havingil KS FNRB3Ia KFIR &Ll g6ySR Ay KSNI YdzyQa ¢ G Swel, shejds
happened to mention this to my son, who of course has seen first hand how tafterkand feed tadpoles. Afte
much emailing back and forth, the frog spawn was moved to a clam shell pool and the feeding of lettuce le
began. Since then | have been privy to some great frog photos from Michlelee since found out that Michell
has green tree frogs, eastern sedge frogs and tusked frogs at her place.

| must also ¢ll you the story of Juli@ho also lives on Buderim. She sent me a couple of photos asking abou
frogs emerging from the pond. All the frogs still had there tailsdn | figured it was due to thexcellent hot, wet
humid weather we where having. They where all racing to get out of the tankeayjad/ the great froggy
conditions.If anyone else has a similar story could you please email regpatt @iinet.net.atand let me know.

Some time back | mentioned a proposed industrial site being built at Bridges. | did several frog walks in the
and found evidence of tusked frog spawn along the rocky creek bank. The good neatdhe timdustrial site will
not be going ahead.

In the last frog sheet | mentioned on how my frog pond came about. It has attracted a variety of different
animals,lizards and birds to it. The latest addition has been a black snake. | have seen hinsBdotieg up the
tulipwood tree that shades the frog pond. | bet he has a few frog stories of his own to tell. As | was mowinc
GKAa GNBS GKAAa Y2NYyAy3a L gla O2yaSYLXFGAy3 + K2
LJ I y S ¢ Jou tay duiesk the cargo hold of the plane was housing a lot of varieties of snakes. The snak
fact get out of there hold and successfully made there way around the plane, terrorizing the passengers. |-
had better take my husbands advice agigde up horror moves, as | could only think of the black snake falling
of the tree this morning as | was mowirdave also noted over the past week a couple of kookaburras sitting
low branch of the Tulipwood tree. | think they might have thdtessset on the snake.

Another coupfor our froggy population on the coast is the naming of a gully off Tulipwood Court at Montville

FStt26 62NJYFGS AYyF2N¥SR YS (KFG GKS 3IdA fe KI &
suggestedtoMBB | NBd GKIFG YIFeoS GKS ylIYS gl a at20606f So2»
something like that. You can be sure | will be heading up that way in the near future to check it out for mys
Hope to catch up with you in the future.

Cheers,

Trish Espin (Sunshine Coast)



Wallace & Dunlop

Mass exodus



Kroombit Tops FrogSearch 2009

During the first week of February a group of intrepid froggers (EPA staff and volurtsat oy John
Clarke and Harry Hines) headed for Kroombit Tops National Park, in the mountains behind Ca
(near Gladstone)FrogSarchhas been an almost annual event over the last 12 years (or more!)
conduct research and monitoriafithe frogs in the are@rimarily focusingon the Kroombit tinkerfro
(Taudactylus pleionje As well as the frogs, we monitor the effectivenesterd! animal control as
they destroy frog habitat and almost certainly spread chytrid fungus.

During the previoug-rogSearchin early 2008we had an excellent yeatith more than 40 tinkerfrog
being recorded on a single stream (previous best was d3nane importantlya gravid female
observednteracting with a malésadly no amplexus)his observation may seem trivgilen you set
this regularly in other specigBut nothing is known about the breeding biology of the Kroombit
tinkerfrog and therbave only ever been a handful of females ever s&&e! most exciting news froi
last year was the discovery, for the first timtasubadult tinkerfrog The excitement may seem a
little odd, but this was the first time anyone had found absolute phabthe species is reproducing.
Fabulous new!

This year ve arrived at the Kroombit barracks, in cloud and mistygamr o mi si ng ), f
and promptly took over the barracisd turned thernto a frog base, later to be drapeémelly,
muddy; blood covered (the leeches at Krootde amazingly large crittejstlothes and froggelrs
Many thanks must go to the Rangers who graciously gave up their space.

Team leaders ventured out on the first night to assess the tinkerfrog calling activitisfeoimg
points scattered along the escarpmethile John lazed back at camp inducting the volunteéhe
tinkerfrog has a distinctive, belli ke 6t i nkdé cal |, whlyhednd fronavantag
points alonghe escarpment. Overghollowing nights small teams crashed (some streams are ve
overgrown with lantana, raspberry aadnyriad of othespiky plant$) their way through a mixture o
stream censuses alistening points, both off the escarpment and on the platezere thetinkerfrogs
were originally discovered. Teams also conducted observations of calling males and detailed <
of the surrounding habitat to locate eggs, tadpaherogs.

After a massive effort, the good news is that eedected tinkerfrogs in most tife sites off the
escarpment, where theyerepreviouslyknown to occur The tinkerfrogs on the plateau have show
the most dramatic and alarming declines with good numbers being found indt®@srin several of
the streamsUnfortunately even with e increased effortye now rarely detect them on the platea
(none this year andnly one last year)

The other great news is thaetdforts in controlling feral animals, by the Rangers, apptabe
paying off especially off the escarpmenhere visble damage has been significantly reducébere
hashoweveb een a decl ining rainfall for the pas
results of thig dry waterholesrd springs and disappearing ground water. The critically endang
(by 1T' UCN criteria) tinkerfrog could | ose he
these climatic changes.

The trip wasndt | ust anhemustother streakn and pahsezlting frogshlst
keepingthe froggers entertaéd Some of the speciesenincludethetusked frog Adelotus brevigs
striped marshfroglimnodynastes perofjispotted grassfrod.imnodynastes tasmaniensiscarlet
sided pobblebonk.imnodynastes terraeregingernate burrowing frogRlatyplectrumornatun),
clicking froglet Crinia signiferg, great barred frogMixophyes fasciolatyscopper backed broodfrc
(Pseudophryne ravenicommon green treefrogiforia caeruleg, orange eyed treefrogiforia
chloris) eastern sedgefrogiforia fallax), broad palmed rocketfrod. itoria latopalmatd, Kroombit
Tops cascade treefrobiforia pearsoniand Kroombit Top¥i probably a searate cascade treefrog
species that isnly found in Kroombittheemerald spotted treefrogiforia peronii), naked treefrog
(Litoria rubella), and the eastern stoney creek frbijofia wilcoxii) . 't didndt |
T the diversity of animals and plants at Kroombit never ceases to awitzéar too many species to
mentionhere!

Overall, he results from thtinkerfrog surveys over thastcouple ofyears are promising with good
indications that the original population estimates of 150 to 300 ddwéstainly arunderestimate
this combined with the knowledge thiney areactuallyreproducing means ththey will be around
into the future, especially given the dedicated frog researches who refuse to give uiscohery of
eggs and tadpoles eluded us once rmgrerhapsext year!

Dan Ferguson
Ecologist with ERA



Adult male Kroombit tinkerfrog. Photo: Ed Meyer Gravid female Kroomit tinkerfrog. Photo Eridani Mulder

FrogSearch 2009 team outside the Kroombit barracks.  Juvenile(sukadult) Kroombit tinkerfrog. Photo: Hery Hines

Frogs of the Solomon Islandsontinued from page 1):

The Solomon Islands are certainly an amazing country of immense conservation value. Sadly, there is an urgent neatigorpeeve
of the serious pressurdsuch as cleafell logging by foreign companies) before they diminish this value.

LT &82dzQR tA1S G2 NBI R Y2 NBtp/iwong fordsmallgrands.gofisalprajdcis/paiiek pikadada 32 (2Y

Thanks to Patrick Pikacha for identifying the frogs!
Tyrone Lavery

Presidents report

hY 6KSy Aa !dzidzyyy aQlLlasSR (G2 adFINIK L KIFI@ZS ySOSNI NBIffe
our lives & present. It seems that the relative stability in Brisbane and SEQ is going to m ake this area a more desirable
place for Australians to live. As a frogger (a sailor and a motorbike rider), it does seem logical that | should be gery awar

of what the skis are doing, but like most people unless | keep a diary my memory is fuzzy about these things and | really
only remember the weather in terms of frog breeding events.

At our last management meeting the discussion turned to our Brisbane frog emblem, #uef@rtreefrog (Litoria
gracilenta). It appeared that of the 6 members there three of us had noted the decline of breeding and calling of these
species in their backyards and locality over the ladty&ars. Now is this a natural behavior change or ageseeing a

gradual disappearance of this species over the Brisbane region?? So | am very interest in what our observant members
out there have to sayPlease email me if you have had or know or graceful treefrog sites and whether you agree they
seem to hae declined or is it they are simply adjusting their breeding habits with natural variations in ctimate
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