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Brazilian Tree Frogs Rewrite the Pollination Playhook

"We observed individuals entering large
flowers and leaving covered in pollen
without destroying the flower structures”
- Carlos Henrique de-Oliveira-Nogueira

In a world-first, frogs in Brazil have been
documented (potentially) pollinating
flowering plants. Whilst further research
into this species is required before they
can officially be declared 'pollinators',
this is an exciting discovery as it is the
first time this behaviour has been
observed in amphibians.

"Most frog species are carnivorous in their adult phase," explained de-Oliveira-Nogueira. While
some frogs are known to nibble on plant matter, the opportunistic nature of X. truncata sets it
apart, proving its adaptability by consuming both insects and plants, seizing every available
opportunity for sustenance. Might these exceptional frogs have finely tuned their feeding
strategies to synchronize with their floral counterparts? The potential for such remarkable
adaptations unveils a realm of possibilities, rekindling our awe for nature's limitless creativity and

the countless marvels yet to be unveiled.
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Hidden in plain sight: New tree frog
species master the art of bird poo
camouflage

In the lush swamps and forests of Papua New
Guinea, a fascinating revelation has emerged—
the discovery of five previously unknown species
of tree frogs, each with its own intriguing
characteristics. Led by Australian scientists from
the Queensland Museum, South Australian
Museum, and Griffith University, this remarkable
find showcases the extraordinary biodiversity
thriving in the mountainous regions along New
Guinea's central range.

"New Guinea boasts the highest number of frog
species on any island worldwide, with many
species found nowhere else," explained Dr.
Richards, underscoring the unique biodiversity
of the region.
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Interestingly, scientists have observed that unlike
many tree frog species, these newfound varieties lay
their eggs outside of water. One species, Litoria
naispela, takes this behavior to a new level, with its
tadpoles thriving in water collected within tree hollows
—a truly remarkable adaptation. But that's not all—
Litoria naispela's juveniles possess coloration and
patterns strikingly similar to bird droppings, believed
to be a form of defensive masquerade, offering
protection from potential predators.
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Leap into action: Creating a frog friendly garden in SEQ

As we reach the midway point of winter and catch a glimpse of the approaching spring, it's time to

embark on a journey of preparation, ready to awaken your backyard in anticipation of a vibrant and

frog-filled Spring! By planting frog-friendly plants, you not only enhance the beauty of your outdoor

space but also provide a safe and inviting habitat for these fascinating amphibians. Frog-friendly

plants offer a myriad of benefits, from providing shelter and breeding sites to attracting a diverse

range of insects that serve as a delectable food source for frogs.

Some frog-friendly picks to get you started:

BLECHNUM SPICANT GREVILLEA SPECIOSA
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