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Public Trust Fund: Total now stands at $10,058.98

Tha"k you tu Any donations over $2.00 are tax deductable, and all are added
' to our research grant fund, which is awarded annually
our Supporters.
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2023 Leading Science Award Winner:
Dr Jodi Rowley

In the realm of frog conservation, we're thrilled to spotlight the
achievements of Dr. Jodi Rowley, a distinguished herpetologist
based at the Australian Museum. Dr. Rowley's remarkable journey
has seen her excel as both a dedicated research scientist and
curator, playing a crucial role in shaping the herpetology collection
at the Australian Museum. Notably, she stands as a co-founder and
lead scientist of the lauded FrogID citizen science project, a
national endeavour recognised for its excellence. Even at this early
juncture in her career, Dr. Rowley shines as a formidable science
communicator, an inspiring mentor, and a guiding light for
students. Her portfolio boasts over 135 scientific articles, a
testament to her unwavering dedication. It's noteworthy that Jodi
occupies the pioneering position of a joint academic appointment
between the Australian Museum and UNSW Sydney, adding to her
illustrious journey. Let's applaud her remarkable trajectory,
crowned by her ascent to the rank of Senior Research Scientist
within the NSW Research Scientist Classification.
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(LD FROG SOCIETY'S INAUGRAL WEBINAR

Following the first release of captive-bred
critically-endangered Kroombit Tinkerfrogs
(Taudactylus pleione) at Kroombit Tops
National Park earlier this year, it was
proposed that a webinar be held with key
experts involved in the captive breeding
program at Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary.
After initially having to postpone the original
date, the Tinkering with Tinkerfrogs webinar
was held on the evening of Wednesday 26th
July. Three special guests were invited to be
a part of our first webinar: Dr Ed Meyer,
Harry Hines and Michael Vella, all of whom
enthusiastically embraced the idea and gave
generously of their time. News of this first
webinar was also keenly embraced, as all
100 available places were reserved within 4

days of the webinar first being announced!

The webinar was hosted by QFS President
Ashley Keune and Events Coordinator Jono
Hooper, who took turns asking Ed, Harry and
Michael questions about the history of their
involvement and the evolution of the
breeding program. Questions were then
taken and answered from those who were
watching the live event, which ran for 1.5
hours A recording of the webinar is available
exclusively to our members, by logging in at
http://www.qldfrogs.asn.au/research-
presentations/.

Encouraging feedback was received by those
who attended and from the three special
guests, and other webinars are anticipated
to be held in the future.
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Newly Discovered Frog Species in NSW Faces
Immediate Endangerment

“While it is exciting that a new species of frog has been identified, it is challenging to

address the conservation of this frog because it has disappearances from over two

thirds of its distribution,” Professor Mahony

In the lush landscapes of New South Wales,
a previously unknown frog species has come
to light, named Mixophyes australis. This
frog's identification as endangered has
raised concerns.
Named the southern
(Mixophyes

stuttering frog
australis), this remarkable
amphibian can grow up to 7.5 centimeters,
making it one of the larger frog species in
NSW. It features distinct large eyes with a
golden hue above and a blue crescent, as
well as a coppery-bronze back with darker
barring on the legs. This species thrives in

wet forest habitats near small streams.

This discovery is fascinating due to its
relation to the existing Mixophyes balbus
(stuttering frog),

which shares a resemblance and a stutter-
like mating call. Genetic testing, however,
has confirmed their separate identities. While
Mixophyes balbus is found in the North, the
newly identified Mixophyes australis resides
in the South, spanning from Central NSW to
East Gippsland in Victoria.

Leading the research is Honorary Professor
Michael
Newcastle. He emphasizes the importance of

Mahony from the University of

conserving this newly discovered species.
Unfortunately, the southern stuttering frog
has already disappeared from over two-
thirds of its range. Professor Mahony's
thorough conservation assessment suggests
endangered  status,

immediate conservation

it warrants an
necessitating
efforts.

Want to read more about Mixophyes australias?
https://mapress.com/zt/article/view/zootaxa.5297.3.1

Mixophyes australis, Credit: Michael Mahoney

Mixophyes australis, Credit: Ross Knowles

Mixophyes australis, Credit: Stephen Mahoney
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